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1. Qeneral: Porto Amboim (Lat 10° k3t 51" 5, Long 139 bit 590 1y 45 g clight
indentation in the coast of Angola on the West ffrlean coast. It ic an cpen
roadstead with no berthing facilities for oc:ezm-going ships. Coffee for
export, the main traf’ic in the port,

: is worked by lighters, The town of
Amboim i? small with about 30 houses and a few stores., ‘
| f

|
| |
2, szrogapgx: The water off Porto Amboim 18 deep,

It drops off suddenly
reaching a depth of 10 fathoms

within 500 feet of the beach. The port can be

% 1 ‘rom northwestlthrough southwest., The outstaniing
: landmark is a high blufe resembling a sugar-loaf on vwhich a light 4- located,
: A recommended approach is to place the high bluff on 8 true bearing of 09¢°
% and follew that heading. A small finger piez;' marked by red and green lights is
!
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...... Zear the base of the bluff, :
i | i

3. Lightemgé: All cargo is worked by lighters, of which there are about six to

eight with approximate capacities of 60 tons. As there are no towing craft in

by herd line or moved by ship'e |

own craft. The source prefers the latter sllernative ana uses e motor;lifebont,

ip should moor cloge to a buoy located

A line runs from this buoy to the pier and by

means of this lighters can be shuttled betweexlm ship'and pier using linzs handlaqd
by native labor. |
i

When using the hand-line method, a sh
100 feet from the finger pier.

E
I ; |
‘ L, Pier: Built about May 1953, the finger pier is 75 feet 1bng by a*out 25 feet,
wide. It 18 constructed of steel pilings with wooden decking and supports n L]
small crane and a narrow gauge railvay. 1The depth of water at its seavard cnd
is about 3u feet, and although it ig believed possible to bring a ship to the
pier, 1t iq dangerous and impractical because lighternge would still be required
to work the ship's cargo. The pier is uged toi service lighters, i
| |
5 Crane: The crane is an old steam-povered, rallway 1ift of the derrick type and!
is capable :of handling up to five tons. Tt igimoved by native labor,
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Raili-'az T™WO narrow ga{x‘ge tracks running the length of the pier Join into =«
single track leading the half-mile to the coffee warehousez. The rolling
stocl‘: consists of se'fere.‘l flat cars 10' by 4' and one small Ajecel engine.

Warehouses: Coffee for“exnort is stored in three warehouses. These are cf
cement construction with cley tile roofing end are one story high, abcout 200
feet | long by T5 feet wide.

La.bor. Natives providew}m.akilled lebor, while such siilled tasks ns operciing
the ¢ crane and the railwny are performed by Portugese lebor. Chiirs provide
their own stevedore maupover as a rule,

Comunications: Porto A“rnboim is in telephone conteet with Luanda and has
telegrapﬁ lines to both‘ Luanda and Lobito.

Clearance Facilities: 'I'he primary avenue of commnicetion with the outside
world is the sea. No reilroad is reported, and the only road is a opcor road
to Luanda which is not recommended for vehicles much larger than jeens,
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